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tion of the council, the construction of which must be objection-
able to every class of the profession, inasmuch as it allowed

persons who were not medical men, to exercise control over
medical subjects. Much of the present bill was useless; it re-
pealed a number of unimportant acts, which had long become
obsolete; and where it was not useless it was mischievous. Sir
James Graham, by repealing all former bills, clears the way for
making work for his own council, who will exercise an unbounded
control over medical affairs. He is not aware that his bill will
introduce quacks into the profession; a result which he (Mr. H.)
could not but deplore, however he might feel indifferent to the
practice of quacks, who were notoriously practising as such.
The profession had hitherto maintained its respectability; and
this respectability was, in great measure, owing to the exertions
of the Apothecaries’ Company; for he (Mr. H.) knew, from
personal observation and experience, the beneficial effects of the
bill of 1815. Before that period, the apothecaries were plunged
in a state of the most profound ignorance: they knew little or
nothing of the nature of the drugs which they employed, or of
the diseases in which they were administered, and they were
compelled to resort to physicians and surgeons to teach them the
nature and treatment of disease; and they often did mischief by
meddling with instruments, the use of which they did not under-
stand, and with medicines which they knew not how to admi-
nister. In the present day, however, the general practitioners
were so well educated, that they were enabled to undertake
medical, surgical, and obstetric cases, with great benefit to the
large majority of the middling classes, and of the poor, who thus
secured good and efficient medical attendance at moderate

charges. But if this bill became law, students would not endure
the severe course of study imposed by the Apothecaries’ Com-
pany, but would at once commence practice, without any qualifi-
cation at all. Mr. Hunter concluded by recommending unanimity
in opposing the repeal of the bill of 1815; which, though it fell
short of the expectations of medical men, had yet produced the
most beneficial results, in improving the education of the general
practitioners. (Hear, hear.)
The resolution was then put, and carried unanimously.
Mr. R. H. SEMPLE, in proposing the second resolution, remarked

that he was not disposed to argue that the Apothecaries’ Company
had always exercised the powers confided to them in the most
judicious manner; for instead of prosecuting ignorant and unquali-
fied persons, they had too often interfered with gentlemen who
were regularly educated as surgeons and physicians. He was
disposed to believe, that gentlemen who had finished their educa-
tion at any of the Scotch or Irish universities or colleges, or who
had studied in the continental schools, were as well qualified to
practise their profession as the licentiates of Apothecaries’ Hall;
and to that part of the bill which equalized the rights of medical
men he could offer no objection; but he most decidedly objected
to those parts of the bill which would allow persons to practise
without any education at all, which he thought an extension of the
doctrine of free trade of the most injurious tendency. Whether
the large powers conceded to the Apothecaries’ Company ought to
be retained by them or transferred to some other corporation, was
a question which he would not venture to discuss; but he perfectly
agreed with the preceding speakers, in thinking that some com-
pulsory system of study and examination should be enforced by
the legislature. He had passed the Apothecaries’ Hall, not
because he entertained any profound veneration for that body, but
because the law obliged him to do so; and he thought it unfair, if
after having obeyed the law, he should be placed in a worse posi-
tion than those who had disobeyed it, as he certainly would be if
that bill were allowed to pass. The resolution was as follows:&mdash;
11 That while this meeting fully admits the justice of allowing an
equality of professional privileges to all who have received an
adequate medical education, without reference to the school or
college where they may have studied, yet they cannot but remon-
strate against the provisions of a bill which removes the slight
protection already afforded to the profession, and which virtually
lays open its practice to ignorant and illiterate pretenders."

Dr. BALLARD, in seconding the resolution, concurred in the
views of the last speaker as to the justice of allowing equality of
privileges to all who had been adequately qualified; and re-
marked, that the school of Giessen, for instance, which had
attained a universal reputation through the researches of Pro-
fessor Liebig, was as well qualified to send forth well-informed
practitioners as any other university. The resolution was carried
unanimously.
Mr. KESTEVEN proposed the third resolution, and remarked,

that the preamble of the bill set forth that it is for the good of
the community that competent medical practitioners should be
distinguished from unskilful and ignorant pretenders; but by its
subsequent enactments it repealed all laws containing such re-

strictions as shall establish this desirable distinction. The bene-
ficial results of the act of 1815 might be traced, in the contrast
presented by the general practitioners of 1844, to the state of the
medical profession before the passing of that act. The College
of Surgeons now required a more complete course of study from
their candidates than they did thirty years ago, because they had
been stimulated into activity by the Apothecaries’ Company to
require a higher qualification from those who sought their diploma.
The exertions of the Apothecaries’ Company had received the
commendations of the highest authorities in the medical profes-
sion, some of whom, as Sir A. Cooper, Sir D. Barry, Sir H. Hal-
ford, Mr. Guthrie, and others, had declared, when giving their
evidence before the House of Commons in 1834, that the Apo-
thecaries’ Company had raised the standard of the profession
higher than any other examining body. Sir D. Barry even stated
it as his opinion, that "a man may pass an examination at the
College of Physicians, who is a good classical scholar, but who
knows nothing of chemistry, nothing of medical jurisprudence.
nothing of surgery, little or nothing of anatomy, nothing of the
diseases of women in childbed, and nothing of the manner of de-
livering them." Now there was no one in the room who would
have ventured before the board of examiners of Apothecaries’
Hall with such glaring and dangerous deficiencies; for, if he did,
he would be pretty sure of rejection. The pure surgeons, as they
were called, had in fact the same examination at the College of
Surgeons as the general practitioner, but the latter was obliged,
in addition, to undergo an examination at Apothecaries’ Hall,
which required a much more extensive course of study; so that
the pure surgeon, so far from being superior in point of attain-
ments to the general practitioner, was actually inferior to him.
Then the College of Physicians required five years devoted to
the study of medicine, with attendance on lectures; but the Apo-
thecaries’ Company required eight years, with attendance on a
greater number of lectures. The resolution was as follows :-
That this meeting considers the improved state of the medical
profession at the present day, in England and Wales, to be in
great degree attributable to the exertions of the Apothecaries’
Company, and that the repeal of the act of 1815, without the
substitution of a more efficient measure of protection, is calculated
to retard the progress of medical science in this country."

Mr. MANN seconded the resolution, and observed, that the pre-
sent system, though imperfect, was much better than that pro-
posed by Sir J. Graham. Instead of removing restrictions on
irregular practice, he (Mr. 1.) would recommend a more sum-
mary mode of treating illegal practitioners: and if the govern-
ment had the power summarily to convict persons who dealt in,
snuff or tobacco without a licence, he thought the same protection
might be extended to the case of medical practice.

Mr. BATEMAN concurred in the opinion that the Apothecaries’
Company had done much service in elevating the character of
the whole profession, and bore personal testimony to the strict-
ness of the examination at Apothecaries’ Hall. But that corpo-
ration had too often prosecuted qualified medical men, while they
totally neglected quacks and bone-setters. The physicians had
been improved indirectly by the operation of the act of 1815; for
whereas formerly they would not soil their hands by opening
bodies, they were now happy to conduct post-mortem examiiia-
tions.
The resolution was carried unanimously.
Mr. J. HUNTER proposed, and Mr. JEAFFRESON seconded a

resolution, that a committee should be appointed to prepare a pe-
tition to parliament, in accordance with the preceding resolutions;
and that Mr. R. H. Semple and Mr. Kesteven should act as
secretaries; which was also unanimously carried.
A vote of thanks was then passed to " The Times" newspaper,

for the able and energetic manner in which the interests of the
medical profession had been advocated in that journal; and it was
determined to advertise the proceedings in " The Times," THE
LANCET, and the " Medical Gazette," and to commence a sub-
scription to defray the necessary expenses.
A vote of thanks was then passed to the chairman, which was

suitably acknowledged, and the meeting separated.

ROCHDALE.

MEETING OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

A MEETING of the medical practitioners of Rochdale and the
neighbourhood was held on Thursday, the 26th ult., to take into
consideration the provisions of Sir J. Graham’s Medical Reform
Bill. There were present-Mr Dunlop, chairman, Dr. Edwards,
Mr. Wood, F.R.C.S., Mr. Bower, Mr. Dicken, Mr. Barker, Mr.
Sellers, Mr. Lumb, Mr. Lawton, Mr. R. Barker, Mr. Schofield,
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Mr. N. Buckley, Mr. Collingwood, Mr. Coventry, Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Thomasson.
A petition to the House of Commons, strongly condemnatory of

that portion of Sir J. Graham’s measure which proposes to repeal the
act of 1815, without the substitution of any other equally stringent
enactment for the protection of the legally qualified practitioner,
was unanimously agreed to. A deputation was also appointed to
wait on the member for the borough, to request him to present
the petition at the meeting of parliament, and to support its prayer.

ROCHESTER AND STROOD.

MEETING OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

AT a meeting of the medical practitioners of Rochester and
Strood, held at the house of Dr. Martin, on Friday, the 20th of
September, 1844,-present, Dr. Martin, Dr. Drawbridge, Mr.
Seaton, Mr. Bevan, Mr. Jacob, Mr. Steele, and Dr. Ely,

Mr. SEATON, in the Chair,
The following resolutions were unanimously agreed to:-
1. That this meeting considers that the Apothecaries’ Act of

1815 has tended much to elevate the character and protect the
interests of the general medical practitioner, and to secure effi-
cient medical attendance to all classes of society; and that the
abrogation of it, in the present state of the law regarding the
medical profession, would be a serious injury to that profession
and to the community at large.

2. That the meeting is of opinion that, in the formation of
the council of health and education, as stated in Sir James Gra-
ham’s proposed bill, the interests of the general medical practi-
tioners will not be duly represented unless a fair number of the
council consists of members chosen from among that class.

3. That this meeting cannot help feeling regret that this pro-
posed bill affords no protection to the public against unqualified
practitioners; and is of opinion that the aforesaid bill is of so in-
jurious a tendency towards the medical profession as well as to
the whole population of the country, that every legitimate
means should be used to oppose its further progress through par-
liament.

4. That Dr. Martin, Dr. Drawbridge, and Mr. Seaton, be a
committee, to embody the above resolutions in a petition, to be
presented to parliament; and that the same gentlemen make the
preparations necessary for a public meeting of the profession.

5. That the attention of the local members of the House of
Commons be called to this subject by a letter,-to be drawn up
and approved of by the public meeting; and that a deputation
wait upon them to explain and urge the views of the profession.

6. That the best thanks of this meeting are due to the editors
of "The Times" newspaper, "The Medical Gazette," and THE
LANCET, for their strenuous opposition to the objectionable bill.

To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled,

The petition of the undersigned Physicians, Surgeons, and

Apothecaries of Rochester and Strood, residing therein, and
being legally qualified to practise medicine and surgery,

SHEWETH,&mdash;
That although your petitioners regard with satisfaction some

of the clauses contained in the proposed Medical Bill of Sir James
Graham, yet, on the whole, they view it with disappointment, dis-
approbation, and alarm; for while it professes to protect the medical
profession and the public health, they believe it to be directly and
seriously injurious to both.
That your petitioners are of opinion that the act passed in 1815,
and called the Apothecaries’ Act, has tended much to elevate the
character and protect the interests of the general medical practi-
tioner, and to secure efficient medical attendance to all classes of
society. That the abrogation of that act, in the present state of
the law regarding the medical profession, would, they believe,
prove a serious injury to the members of that profession, and to
the community at large, the real interests of both being inseparably
connected ; and that they think ample security should be afforded
against all unqualified practitioners, and feel great regret that the
proposed bill contains no clause to such effect.
They therefore humbly and respectfully pray of your honour-

able house to give to the proposed bill your most serious and
mature consideration, and not to pass it into a law in its present
form.
And your petitioners will ever pray.
At a public meeting of the Physicians, Surgeons, and Apothe- ’,

caries of Rochester and Strood, held at the house of Dr. Martin,
on Friday evening, the 27th of September, 1844, -present,

Messrs. Stephenson, Seaton, Bell, Bevan, Jacob ; Drs. Draw-
bridge, Martin, Ely, and Bevan,-

Mr. SEATON in the chair,
The following resolutions were unanimously agreed to.&mdash;

1. That the petition, as drawn up and read, be adopted, and
that the members for the city be requested to present it and sup-
port its prayer.

2. Resolved, that, together with the petition and-a copy of the
resolutions, a letter be sent to each of the city representatives;
that Drs. Martin and Drawbridge, and Messrs. Seaton and
Jacob, do take an early opportunity of waiting on the members
of the city with the said petition, resolutions, and letter, and, if
necessary, to confer with them more particularly on the subject
of Sir James Graham’s bill.

3. Resolved, that the thanks of this meeting are due and be given
to Mr. Seaton for his conduct in the chair.

VOTE OF THANKS TO MR. WAKLEY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-As chairman at the meetings of the medical practitioners
of Rochester and Strood, held on the 20th and 27th inst., I beg,
on their behalf, to enclose you copies of the resolutions and
petition then adopted by them.
The resolutions, which passed unanimously, contain one of

thanks to you, it being considered justly due for the powerful aid
afforded by your journal to the medical profession and the public,

in opposing so ably as it does Sir James Graham’s proposed bill
relative to medical reform.

I have only to add that the whole number of persons residing
in Rochester and Strood qualified to practice medicine and surgery
is eleven, ten of whom met.

I remain, sir, your obedient servant,
E. SEATON.

Rochester, Sept. 30, 1844.

SHREWSBURY.

MEETING OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

THE members of the medical profession of the county of
Salop met, by public advertisement, on Tuesday last, at the
Lion Inn, Dr. H. JOHNSON in the chair. The meeting was
both numerous and respectable, and the resolutions, depre-
cating and denouncing Sir James Graham’s doomed bill, which
would seek to create a subordinate class of empirical practi-
tioners, in order, as we presume, to restore the ancient congenial
incorporation of the worthy fraternity of barbers therewith, were
passed unanimously. It continues an entire mystery to the whole
and undivided profession what could be the motive or object of
the home secretary in such a bill, for it were difficult to conceive
that the thing could have been projected in utter carelessness or
ignorance. Though there are here in Salop, as in most other
counties, an order of professional dummies, who would willingly
leave the work of efficient duty to active and more decided minds,
and endeavour to " draw it mild" when it is necessary to confront
" the powers that be," some diluted propositions which they had
prepared, and which were read at a preliminary meeting, by the
local aristocracy of the profession, were vigorously met by
others, and so far overruled or amalgamated with better elements,
as to constitute a mixture of adequate pungency on being pro-
posed at the meeting.

Mr. J. M. COLEY, of Bridgnorth, the senior practitioner
present, in proposing the first resolution, congratulated the meet-
ing on the respectability of the attendance, the promptitude and
spirit with which they had come to the rescue of the profession
in a time of peril, and the unanimity which prevailed among
all departments of the art in resisting those provisions of Sir
James Graham’s bill, when sought to restore and legalize the days
of quackery, and to institute a council of health, essentially con-
sisting of the nominees of ministers. He regretted that some one
better known in Shrewsbury, and more able than himself, had not
been fixed upon to introduce the leading resolution; but he would
never shrink from any duty imposed on him where the honour of
the profession, or the welfare of the public were concerned. Mr. C.
then went into an historical review of the different stages by
which medical science had attained its present distinguished emi-
nence, and remarked, with considerable force and humour, on so
remarkable an absurdity in the present enlightened age, as a -re-
newal of legalized nostrum-mongers, who, in times long past, and
when the public were less able to distinguish between competent
and incompetent persons, had been sentenced, as convicted
offenders, to ride backwards through the public streets, laying


